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U. S. President’s Emergency Plan For Aids Relief (PEPFAR) 

Political and Economic (PE) Section  

PEPFAR Small Grants Program 

 

 

1. Program Overview 
 

As part of the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), the United States 

Embassy in Maputo, PE Section administers the PEPFAR Small Grants Program that 

supports HIV and AIDS related activities for a 12-month period. Programs/activities focus on 

Care and Support Services for Orphans and Vulnerable Children; Prevention of HIV 

for Priority Populations and Adult Care and Support (community). 

 

2. Purpose of the PEPFAR Small Grants Program (PSGP) 

 

As part of this national response, the PSGP seeks to support grassroots, community-run 

projects throughout Mozambique. The Program focuses specifically on community 

participation in the fight against HIV through creative, innovative and culturally appropriate 

community project interventions. 

 

The PEPFAR Small Grants Program provides an opportunity to strengthen the community 

participation to combat HIV/AIDS by addressing diverse issues at the community level and 

context. 

 

3. Program Areas 

 

PEPFAR Small Grants Program funds should be allocated towards stigma and discrimination, 

democracy and governance (as related to the national HIV response), HIV prevention, care 

and support or capacity building. They should not be used for direct costs of treatment. 

 

3.1. OVC Care and Support: 

 

Activities should focus on the critical needs of the children based on family assessment and 

defined care plans, in the following domains: 

 Support of vulnerable children and their households; Improve child and family 

relationships; 

 Protective services for children; Keeping children in family structures; Access to 

healthcare and health services;  

 Access to adolescent friendly services/ Reproductive health services; Early Childhood 

development programs; Strengthen growth monitoring for young children and 

linkages to nutrition programming; 

 Support of the communities with OVC; Mobilization of child protection committees; 
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  Strengthening the capacity of local NGOs and CBOs who work on OVC issues; 

Linkages to other HIV related services; Strengthen linkage and referral to facility and 

community-based services like HTS, pediatric care and treatment. 

 

3.2. Adult Care and Support (Community) 

 

Activities that should be included under Community Care and Support:  

 Savings Groups to incentivize retention in ART: to reduce the economic vulnerability 

of families and empower them to provide for the essential needs of PLHIV and their 

families, therefore addressing some of the economic barriers to ART adherence and 

food security. 

 Evidence based interventions designed to improve retention and adherence to ART 

such as savings and loans groups;  

 Expansion of male engagement such as counselling groups to promote uptake of HIV 

testing and ART initiation; and the use of community dialogues facilitated by PLHIV 

and local community radios to broadcast key HIV prevention and adherence related 

messages; 

 Social support interventions that include vocational training, income-generating 

activities, social and legal protection, training and support for caregivers; 

 Strengthen community-clinical linkages, and increased adherence and retention of 

both ART and Test and Start patients in the health system; 

 Community level interventions targeting HIV beneficiaries that are linked to 

household food security and resilience assessment and referred to appropriate 

economic strengthening and livelihood services and support, while promoting 

retention in clinical care and adherence to ART. 

 

3.3. HIV Prevention  

 

Activities that should be included in Prevention for Priority Populations: 

 Activities will focus on prevention training and safe spaces for adolescent girls and 

young women to ensure development of business skills for income generation 

activities and economic strengthening; 

 Promotion of Sexual Reproductive Health services for Adolescent Girls and Young 

Women, reduction of Gender Based Violence such as male engagement to promote 

healthy relationships; 

 Economic strengthening activities, risk reduction on sexual behavior for Adolescent 

Girls, Young Women and Young Men ages 15-29address social and community 

norms that influence such risky behaviors, asset increase for Adolescent Girls and 

Young Women, Young Men and their families such as Life skills and Income 

Generation Activities;  

 Training of peer educators, demand creation for HTS, VMMC, TB, and STI 

screening, and linkages to HIV Care and Treatment services for Adolescent Girls and 

Young Men; 

 Promotion of retention and referrals to clinical care and adherence to ART for 

Adolescent Girls and Young Men. 
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2. Eligibility Criteria 

 

4.1. Who can apply? 

 

The Small Grants Program welcomes proposals from registered Community Based 

Organizations (CBOs), Faith Based Organizations (FBOs), and Non-Governmental 

Organizations (NGOs) that work directly with communities.  

Awardees must reflect an emphasis on community-based groups, faith-based groups and 

groups of People Living with HIV/AIDS, and should: 

 

 Demonstrate some level of experience in the area of HIV/AIDS; 

 Have managed program/project; 

 Evidence of Institutional capacity (internal procedures, human resources, experience, etc.) 

 Accountability and capacity to implement and manage projects; 

 Should not be a current recipient of PEPFAR funding; 

 Should not promote abortion as a method of family planning; 

 

4.2. Review and Selection Process 

 

The PEPFAR Small Grants Office will conduct a preliminary review of all applications to 

determine completeness. Those that are deemed complete will then be sent to the Grants 

Review Committee which will evaluate all eligible/complete applications.  

After the preliminary selection process, the Small Grants Team will conduct pre-award site 

visits to evaluate the institutional capacity of the applicants. 

 

4.3. How will I know if my project was selected?  

 

The PE PEPFAR Small Grants is limited and not all projects can be funded. Due to the large 

number of proposals received each year, information regarding the status of the selection 

process cannot be provided via telephone and only organizations whose proposal have been 

selected and approved for funding will be contacted. Applicants will be notified during the 

months of July and August if their project has been approved for funding. Awards are 

generally made during the month of September.  

 

 

Grants will be given to organizations and associations who have a proven record of 

accomplishment of project objectives. The organizations and associations must have 

evidence of successful projects that have been carried out in the past two years. Serious 

consideration will be given to groups who submit applications with realistic, specific, and 

well thought out budgets and thoroughly planned proposals. 

 

 Projects should address an immediate need, be community-led, and demonstrate an 

impact on a specific program area in the community;  

 Activities are to benefit a large number of people; funds are not for the purposes of an 

individual, a family, a select few, or a private business. Project should be community 

driven; 

 Provide services directly to the community; 

 Be within the means of the local community to operate and maintain;  
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 Permit quick implementation and impact, using the entire grant within the one-year 

agreement period; 

 Be focused on long-term community impact and the project must be able to continue 

on its own or with help from the community when the grant is completed.  

 Be able to measure the results of work (for example, be able to tell how many 

children or beneficiaries were reached; how many volunteers were trained). 

 

The PEPFAR Small Grants Program cannot provide money for regular salaries, religious 

instruction, major construction, research, abortion as a method for family planning, purchase 

vehicles  

  

 

4.4 Application Guide 

 

The proposal may be submitted in either English or Portuguese and all pages should be 

numbered. Usually, the proposal should not exceed ten pages and must be accompanied by a 

one-page summary that includes the following information: 1) Name of the project and 

organization; 2) and its geographic coverage including implementing sites information; 3) 

key objectives; 4) target group; 5) primary activities; 6) expected results of the project; 7) 

amount of funding requested and 8) name and contact information of project coordinator. 

 

The detailed proposal must include the following information: 

1. The organization’s history, mission and goals as well as a brief description of past and 

current programs/activities;  

2. Target group desegregated by age and sex. Information about community need,  risk 

behavior or other relevant parameters;  

3. Concise description of type, mix and quantity of interventions (e.g. number of 

sessions), for each specific target population including the basis for selecting these 

interventions;  

4. Explanation on how the interventions target the key drivers in the specific epidemic 

context;  

5. Description of the geographic location and/or population coverage by the planned 

interventions; 

6. Past and present experience (current partners and donors); 

7. Describe or provide evidence of how the proposed activities are integrated with/or 

linked to PEPFAR epidemic control  goal; 

8. Information about previous or current technical assistance received;  

9. How gender issues will be addressed within proposed activities;  

10. Estimated disaggregated number of beneficiaries  

11. Project monitoring plan;  

12. Working plan; 

13. Sustainability plan 

14. Brief description of key personnel;  
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15. Detailed Budget (sample attached); 

16. Copy of the organization registration.  

NOTE: Proposals which do not follow the guidelines above will not be considered for 

funding. 

 

5. Funding and Project Duration 

 

Funding granted under the program ranges from $5,000 to $25,000. Proposals that exceed the 

funding ceiling will not be considered for funding. Applicants are required to provide the 

nearest estimate costs if exact costs are not available. 

All funded projects must be complemented within 12months. 

 

6. Program Limitations 

This program does not fund vehicles, purchase of alcohol beverages, major construction 

projects, international trips and miscellaneous expenses (every item has to be listed) and 

representation costs (food and drinks for banquets or luncheons). Travel and transport costs 

should not make up the majority of the projects funding. The procurement of office furniture 

or supplies is not a priority of this program.  

 

7. Reporting & Measurable Results  
 

Each project selected for funding will be required to submit quarterly financial reports and 

semi-annual and annual financial and narrative reports as per guidelines provided. The 

project should be able to estimate, describe and measure how it contributes to HIV/AIDS 

prevention and reduction in Mozambique. Below we describe one of the Program indicators 

as a sample: 

 

Indicator 
1
 P.P_PREV 

Description Number of the priority populations (PP) reached with the 

standardized, evidence-based intervention(s) required that are 

designed to promote the adoption of HIV prevention behaviors 

and service uptake. 

Type of Population Groups that might be counted as priority populations include: 

 Adolescent girls and young women; 

 Clients of sex workers; 

 Military and other uniformed services; 

 Mobile populations (e.g., migrant workers, truck drivers); 

 Non-injecting drug users 

Desegregation 

Age/Sex 

10-14 M, 10-14 F; 15-19 M, 15-19 F; 20-24 M, 20-24 F; 25-49 M, 

25-49 F; 50+ M, 50+ F 

Reporting Frequency Semi-annual (Q1+Q2) and Annual (Q4) 

 

 

8. Contribution 
 

                                                           
1
 information extracted from MER 2.1 
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Cost sharing and organizations and/or community contributions are not mandatory, however, 

they are encouraged, and proposals that include cost-sharing will be favored in the review 

process. The greater the contribution from the organization and involvement of the local 

community, the more likely the project will be successful. 

Applicants are encouraged to make significant voluntary contributions, such as money, labor 

or other services to their projects.  

 

9. Submission and Deadline  

 

The closing date for receipt of proposal is announced in the solicitation advertisement each 

year. Applicants are given at least two months from the date of the notice of funding 

opportunity to submit their proposals. Proposals received after the due date will not be 

considered for funding. Through the months of May and June, project proposals that best 

meet the selection criteria will be selected for funding. Preliminary review may include a site 

visit to assess the capabilities of the applicant.  

 

 

10. Contact 

 

Physical Address: 

United States Embassy, 

Maputo 

Kenneth Kaunda Avenue, 

193 

Electronic version: 

Email: 

MaputoPolEconPEPFAR@state.gov 

Contact details:  

Tel: 

+25821492797 
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